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W ith its many world-
class hotels, iconic 
attractions and fabled 
shopping destinations, 
it is hard to believe 
that there is still room 
in Chelsea for the kind 
of tranquil residential 
street on which you 
will find The Surprise. 

Established in 1853 in a handsome red-brick building on 
Christchurch Terrace, SW3, this neighbourhood freehouse 
takes its name from HMS Surprise, the French corvette that 
was captured and renamed by the Royal Navy in the days of 
Admiral Nelson. More recent history has seen The Surprise 
recover from Second World War bomb damage, earn a loyal 
following of Chelsea Pensioners and art-school bohemians, 
and, rumour has it, even house a pet lion in its upstairs rooms.

Today, this pub and restaurant attracts Chelsea-dwellers 
and visitors alike with its regularly changing menu of local, 
seasonal dishes, an extensive range of wines, beers and spirits, 
and a convivial village pub atmosphere. Situated in close 
proximity to the Royal Hospital Chelsea and Chelsea Physic 
Garden, it is also an ideal destination for those wishing to 
explore this charming corner of south-west London. 

Fresh from his success with The Pheasant, a country pub 
and acclaimed restaurant with rooms near Hungerford in 
Berkshire, landlord Jack Greenall has overseen a complete 
refurbishment of this freehouse, with the help of top London-
based interior designer Isabella Worsley. With a rich, earthy 
colour palette, characterful upcycled details and an eclectic 
collection of art, books and games, the interior now perfectly 
embodies the spirit of this beloved local landmark – steeped 
in history and intrigue yet effortlessly relaxed and inviting.
The Surprise: 6 Christchurch Terrace, London SW3 4AJ;  
020 3837 4600; thesurprise-chelsea.co.uk

LOCAL 
LANDMARK
Refreshingly independent and warmly welcoming, 
The Surprise, Chelsea serves up delicious seasonal 
fare in a freehouse steeped in London’s rich history

LEFT FROM TOP Roquefort salad with endive, 
pear, walnuts and a blue cheese vinaigrette.  
An inviting corner of the downstairs 
restaurant designed by Isabella Worsley


